INA AND THE ROLE OF SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE

by Lakshmi Sehgal


This must be viewed in two stages.  The first stage was the I.N.A under the command of Capt. (Later General) Mohan Singh consisting of officers and men of the British Indian Army who surrendered to the Japanese army during the war in Malay, after the surrender of Singapore on the 15th of February, 1942.  They had been subjected to the intensive propaganda by the Indian Independence League (I.I.L) which was founded by the veteran Rash Behari Bose first in Japan and then in all the areas of South East Asia occupied by Japan which had small pockets of Indians.  Along with him was Major (Later Lt. Gen.) Fujiwama who was the chief liaison officer between the I.N.A. and the Japanese army.


After the surrender of the British to the Japanese on 15th February, 1942, the Indian officers and jawans were handed over to Gen. Mohan Singh.  However, not all of them joined the I.N.A.   About 10% preferred to be Prisoners of War (P.O.W).  Those officers and jawans who joined the I.N.A. were absolutely free.  They had independent barracks and all their guards were Indian.  The first parade of the I.N.A. was held in August 1942 after news of  the  Quit  India  Resolution  reached  us.  The  entire  civilian 

population of men, women and children turned out to watch the parade and it was a thrilling sight to see our soldiers hoisting the national Tri-colour and 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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- 2 -

to hear Gen. Mohan Singh’s revolutionary speech.  Many of the young men

wished  they could join the I.N.A. and I wished I could volunteer as a doctor and work in the I.N.A. hospital.  However, all this was impossible at that time.


By the end of 1942 a crisis developed in the I.N.A. with Gen. Mohan Singh and the Japanese trading charges of no-confidence against each other.  On Gen. Mohan Singh’s side it was due to the non-notification of the pact between the I.N.A. and the Imperial Japanese Army that the I.N.A. wanted to be recognized as an independent allied army.  On the Japanese side Gen. Mohan Singh’s bonafides were being doubted especially in view of the fact that the first batch  of the officers sent to Burma to interrogate the Indian P.O.Ws there  surrendered to the British Indian Army and gave them all the information regarding the I.N.A. Gen. Mohan Singh decided to disband the I.N.A. and revert to P.O.W. status.  However, less than 20% of the officers and jawans were with him.  The ones who remained in the I.N.A. were those who did not want to break the oath of allegiance a second time also felt that the Japanese may vent the fury on the Indian civilians.  A Council of Action was formed with Rash Behari Bose as president, Major Gen. Bhonsele as director and other senior officers assisting him.


The news of Subhas Chandra Bose’s sensational escape from Calcutta and his arrival in Berlin reached us and all efforts were made to bring him to S.E.Asia without any delay.  After long negotiation between the Japanese ambassador  to  Germany  and  the  German  foreign  office, Subhas Chandra 
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Bose finally undertook the perilous journey from Europe to S.E. Asia first in a German submarine upto the Horn of Africa and then transferred to a Japanese submarine.


He went straight to Tokyo where he had very frank and detailed discussion with the Japanese Prime Minister and members of the Cabinet.  They were impressed by his long and dedicated service to the cause of Indian independence and they knew that he was a leader whom they could trust implicitly and even more importantly would be acceptable to all Indians.  The pact was notified and the I.N.A. given status of an independent army with all power to recruit volunteers and after training send them to the front.


Having accomplished this Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose returned to Singapore.  A conference of representatives of Indians living in S.E.Asia plus several I.N.A. officers was held early in July.  Rash Behari Bose handed over the Presidentship of the I.I.L. and the Supreme Command of the I.N.A. to Subhas Chandra Bose.  It is only right to mention here that Shri Rash Behari Bose discharged the duty in a most graceful and dignified manner.  The Japanese were opposed to the idea of his relinquishing all powers, but he was adamant.  He argued that his role was over and he was sick and old and above all he had the fullest confidence that Subhas Chandra Bose would complete his work and finally win the freedom of India.  This should set an example to our leaders who cling on to power even when they are physically and mentally incapable of meaningful leadership and decision making.  It is a gross injustice that very little is known of Rash Behari Bose outside Bengal.  Even his grave in Tokyo lies neglected.  In 1990 Shri Sisir Bose 
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and others visited the grave and requested the India Japanese Association to look after the grave.  A similar request was made to the Association of India in Tokyo. 


After Netaji arrived there was feverish activity, a race against time.  Netaji and all of us knew that we had lost a precious year.  The tide of war had changed in favour of the Allied Powers.   The valiant people of the U.S.S.R. were making heroic sacrifice to halt and then turn back the Germans.  However, the war in S.E. Asia was far from over and Netaji was determined that he should make every effort to enter India through the Indo-Burma border.   In order to make the I.N.A. a Revolutionary Army Netaji appealed to all Indian males between the ages of 18 to 25 to join as volunteers. The Indian youth had been eagerly awaiting this order and they volunteered in thousands.  The strength o the I.N.A. was doubled to 60,000.  Even this did not satisfy Netaji.  He made a dramatic and almost unbelievable appeal.  He said women who formed half of our population could not be ignored and had equal rights.  He stressed the fact that Indian women had two things to fight for.   The freedom of our country and our own emancipation from obscurantist and feudal ideas  subjected women to every kind of social, economic and political exploitation.  It was felt to be an impossible dream by the civilian and military leaders but for me it was a wonderful opportunity.  I was only a bit skeptical of being able to recruit a sufficient number of other women but Netaji was more hopeful.  He addressed several women’s gathering and in spite of the language barrier (Netaji spoke in simple Hindustani and his audience consisted of women from S. India)  his  message  and  appeal  got  across  to  them.   Women 
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volunteered in unbelievable numbers, many having to be refused due to physical or family problems, in spite of opposition from the Japanese who thought it was a waste of precious war materials to equip women.  In spite of all the opposition, due to Netaji’s wholehearted support and the enthusiasm of the women volunteers we were able to raise the Rani of Jhansi Regiment of 1000 women and the Chand Bibi Nursing Corps of 200.  To train the Regiment, senior I.N.A. officers were told to select the best of instructors.  They were all personally interviewed by Netaji who impressed upon them to be very strict in training and discipline but never to forget that they were all their own sisters and daughters.  His appeal was so convincing that I can truthfully say that we were trained very well and there was never a single unpleasant incident.  This I feel is a very remarkable record, considering all the instructions were between soldiers who had been separated from their families for several years and the women volunteers had never before left the shelter of their homes. 


For me this was the most meaningful and fulfilling period in my life  to have the opportunity to work very closely under Netaji and to be actively involved in the freedom struggle.  To me Netaji was everything a leader should be.  He had a very clear vision of what our present strategy should be and what should be done in the future after we had attained freedom.  He firmly believed that through war all the religions, languages, caste and ethnic differences could be overcome.  To keep the country united was to divorce religion from politics and the State.  Each person would be given complete religious freedom and equal opportunity in all fields.  No one religion, even if practiced by a very large majority, should be allowed to dominate.   







- 6 -

Women and the weaker sections, he felt, must be liberated from the bonds of social injustice.  All these principles were clearly brought out in the I.N.A. and Rani of Jhansi Regiment.


The Rani of Jhansi Regiment Training Camp was inaugurated in Singapore on the 23rd of October, 1943.  There were 300 recruits initially including myself.  We arrived in the camp and underwent 6 to 8 hours’ training daily.  This included physical training, army drill and handling arms such as rifles, pistols, hand grenades and bayonets.  In addition we had lectures of Indian and World History, Hindustani, using the Roman script and all military subjects like Map Reading, Signaling etc.  The more adventurously advanced and competent girls were selected for Officer Training and after completion of the training they were commissioned as Second Lieutenants and posted to the Rani of Jhansi Regiment.  I should also have undergone the Officers’ Training but as I had to trail a lot to recruit fresh volunteers, I could not avail of the opportunity.


On the 21st of October, 1943 Netaji proclaimed the setting up of the Provisional Government of Azad Hind.  It was done at a very simple and dignified ceremony with Netaji taking the oath of allegiance in the name of the people of India.  He also asked for the blessings of Mahatma Gandhi, the father of the nation.  His Cabinet consisted of senior I.N.A. officers and senior Executives of the I.L.L., who were all given cabinet rank.  He also included a few Ministers of S.L.L. in keeping with the high regard he held for women, he appointed me as a Cabinet Minister in charge of Recruiting and Training of he Rani of Jhansi Regiment and development of women.   
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The sole object of the Govt. was to declare war on Britain and the U.S.A. and protect the lives and property of Indians in S.E. Asia.  The Govt. was recognized by 7 nations.  It had a Bank-the Bank of Azad Hind-financed by the generous donation in cash and golden jewellery contributed by Indian residents in S.E. Asia.  The Govt. had territory in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands renamed ‘Swaraj’ and ‘Shahid’ in memory of the large number of our countrymen who had been there, some even were hanged there for daring to challenge the might of Imperial Britain. 


Many so-called national leaders have tried to denigrate the idea of Netaji forming the Provisional Govt. of Azad Hind and said it was only a stunt to bolster his own ego, as he knew that he could never be the Head of Free India. The criticism is most unworthy and uncalled for.  The main objective in forming the Provisional Govt. was to give legitimacy to the I.N.A. to show that they were fighting under the command of a legitimately formed Govt. and was not a bunch of turncoats and Japanese puppets as the British wanted the people of India to believe.  This was very clearly brought out by Shri Bhulabhai Desai during his brilliant defence of the three I.N.A. officers being courtmartialled in the Red Fort in Delhi.  His valid legal argument plus the whole hearted support given to the I.N.A. and Netaji’s leadership by all sections of people in India resulted in the acquittal of all the accused and withdrawal of cases against them.


Now to get back to the main theme,  from March to May 1944 units of the Rani of Jhansi Regiment moved from Singapore to Burma.  In the meantime a Rani of Jhansi Taining camp had been started in Rangoon.  The 
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first batch of Ranis was led by me from Rangoon to where Netaji had established his forward H.Q.  We hoped to take part in the Imphal Campaign.  On reaching there our training was intensified, especially in guerilla warfare and night fighting tactics.  However by this time the Japanese War Machine had passed its peak and was now running down.  Their line of communication was stretched too thin.  They had to withdraw their Air Force to defend their home islands.  The Navy was also taking a severe beating.  The result was that the Burma Campaign was bogged down.  By day there was no respite from Allied bombing and all operations were by night.  To add to our problems the heavy monsoon set in earlier than usual.  The Imphal Campaign failed and the order to withdraw was given.  Due to our inadequate medical supplies we suffered from casualties through diseases such as Malaria, Dysentry and Typhoid.  The Base Camp was converted into a Base Hospital..  The Rani of Jhansi Regiment was converted into a Nursing Unit.  Some of the trained nurses of the Nursing Camps were also sent up from Rangoon.  I worked as a Medical Officer.  We, however, kept up our military training especially in night operations.  We also had to be on the look out for agents who were being dropped inside our lines by the enemy.


We had hoped to carry out the military Campaign in early 1945, but after the battle of Imphal, there was no way in which the advance of the British Army could be stopped.  The I.N.A. was ordered to fight to the last, and many heroic battles were fought against vastly superior British forces.  The civilian volunteers of the I.N.A. showed their mettle and were equal in bravery and courage to the war tested veterans.
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In May 1945 it was decided to disband the Rani of Jhansi Reiment and send the volunteers back to their homes.  None of them was prepared to go and wanted to die fighting.  But it was Netaji’s order and had to be obeyed.  Those who were recruited from Burma presented no problems.  The majority came from Malaya.  Netaji was also advised to leave Burma as the British Army was approaching Rangoon.  The Japanese offered to evacuate him by air but Netaji refused.  As he considered the Rani of Jhansi Regiment his personal responsibility he insisted on accompanying the members of the Regiment from Burma to Thailand from where they could safely go to Malaya.  They went partly by motorized transport which had to be abandoned due to intense bombing and completed the journey on foot.


I volunteered to stay back and work in the hospital for seriously wounded and bedridden patients, who could not be evacuated.  The hospital was in the jungle of Shan State and hardly visible.  We had taken the added precaution to cut up some of our precious red army blankets and make large red crosses covering the length and breadth of the hospital roof.  In spite of this, due to the information being supplied by the numerous ‘agents’, our hospital was very heavily bombed.  We suffered very heavy casualties and the bedridden could not be moved in time.  We attempted to evacuate the survivors by bullock cart but before we could reach a safe area we were captured by British Guerilla Forces.


The saga of the Rani of Jhansi Regiment does not end here.  After the establishment of  the  British Military Administration  in Burma and Malaya 
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the members of the Rani of Jhansi Regiment were interrogated by them.  They hoped to get from them stories of being forcibly recruited and incidents of atrocities on them.  To the utter surprise of the interrogators every member of the Rani of Jhansi  Regiment turned up in clean albeit tattered uniform and before they could be asked any questions shouted ‘Netaji Zindabad’ – ‘Azad Hind  Zindabad’.  They refused with contempt all offers of ration and jobs for themselves and their families.  All they asked for was to be taken to India as Prisoners of War and to be tried along with their Commanders of the I.N.A.  This was an eye opener for the British who had to reassess their estimate of the I.N.A.  They were forced to realize that it was a purely voluntary army led by Subhas Chandra Bose with only one aim-the liberation of India from British rule.


Unfortunately free India has not appreciated the significant role of the Rani of Jhansi Regiment.  While those from Burma were repatriated along with their families to Bengal no steps were undertaken for their rehabilitation.  Those from Malaya who had lived there for two or three generations were denied Indian citizenship.  Even visiting the motherland for whose liberation they had fought had become difficult for them.  Thus Netaji’s dream of liberating Indian women from social, economic and political bondage has not been realized.  In fact it has turned into a nightmare with the increasing violence of and economic exploitation against women and children.  Jai Hind.

This essay has been taken from the Book, “Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose: Commemoration Volume, “  Scotish Church College,  Kolkata.
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HOW TRANSPARENT !

BY Gurubaksh Singh Dhillon


What reminds me of  Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose the most, are those words which he spoke to us on various occasions, when we had the good luck to wage a regular war for the independence of India under his command from 1943 to 1945.  Apart from the clarity of his vision, spontancity of speech, serenity and uniformity of thought, with which he explained with perfect ease various problems of our struggle and his plans, was the expression on his face which served as a wisdom through which we could see where he was leading us to.  So transparent were his dealings with us!  A communication with him always left us more enlightened and responsible.  It gave us confidence in the righteousness of our cause, in his ability to lead us and our nation to victory and freedom.  We gained so much self-confidence that we felt that the very destiny was in our hands. 


Let me show a sample of his oration when he addressed us, the soldiers of the Indian National Army, for the first time after reviewing our parade at Singapore on July the 5th, 1943.  His concluding words were:-


“I have said that today is the proudest day of my life.  For an enslaved people, there can be no greater pride, no higher honour, than to be the first    --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Col. G.S. Dhillon of the I.N.A. was tried in the famous Red Fort Trial in 1945, along with  Shah Nawaz Khan and Prem Sehgal
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Soldier in the Army of Liberation.  But this honour carries with it a corresponding responsibility and I am deeply conscious of it.  I assure you that I shall be with you in darkness and in sunshine, in sorrow and in joy, in suffering and in victory.  For the present, I can offer you nothing except hunger, thirst, privation, forced marches and death.  But if you follow me in life and in death, as I am confident you will, I shall lead you to victory and freedom.  It does not matter who among us will live to see India free.  It is enough that India shall be free and that we shall give our all to make her free.  May God now bless our Army and grant us victory in the coming fight.






Inquilab Zindabad!






Azad Hind Zindabad”

Above words coming straight from the heart of the man of the splendours of Netaji Subhas went straight into our hearts.  Those words left us honoured and proud of being in the I.N.A.  We felt we were important and responsible beings.  Netaji’s achievements and sacrifices were already so great that no further decoration could enhance his majesty.  On the contrary, his being first amongst us was a much needed recognition for us.  He placed his confidence in us.  Confidence is a real morale booster.  It invigorated our spirits.  Our chests expanded with heads held high and feet dug deep into the ground with the battle cry – CHALO DELHI on our tips, we followed the fluttering TRICOLOUR and we sang;-





Kadam Kadam Bharaeyja





Khushi Ke geet gaey ja







Yeh zindgi hai Qaum ki





 Tu Qaum par lutaey ja
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Within a few days of his arrival in the East, Netaji gave us a Vanguard – the Rani Jhansi Regiment.  We felt that the valour of the Goddess Durga had reincarnated in the daughters of Mother India.  They manifested the blessings of the Goddess and power of her Shakti.


With our allies, the Japanese, our armies advanced against the armies of Great Britain and their allies who were in occupation of the Indian Subcontinent.  Some of the bloodiest battles of the Second World War were fought in the spring of 1944 on the battlefields of Akyab, Arakan, Manipur, Imphal, Nagaland, Kohima and Red Hill.  India’s Tricolour was planted on the liberated territory of India at Moirang  in Manipur.  Victory was a matter of touch and go.  Then came rains.  Our supply-lines were cut off.  Tables were turned.  Having lost one hundred thousand lives, we and our valiant allies the Japanese withdrew to the Irrawaddy line.  Initiative passed on to our opponent’s hands.  Delhi started going out of our reach.  The Allies were winning everywhere.  We had practically lost the War.  When Netaji was asked, “Now what is left for us to fight for?” his prompt reply was, “To pay the price of India’s Liberty.”


We continued our fight on the banks of the Irrawaddy at Nyaungu and Bagan.  Mount Popa and Kyauk,  Padaung, Magwe and so on, towards Prome and Pegu on the way to Rangoon.  We fought against odds.  What to talk of weapons and rations, even water was scarce.  So what? Was not it one of the things offered to us by Netaji during his very first address on 5th July, 1943?  His oft-repeated words, “There is no power on earth which can keep India enslaved any longer.  India shall be free and before long.”  His  
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prophetic words sustained our spirits.  His appreciations of our actions on the battle fields kept up our morale.  The fight was kept on.


Eventually we did reach Delhi -  our destination – not as free persons but as prisoners.  We were the vanquished and the British were the victor.  Dungeons of the Red Fort were our abode.  Our trial was held from 5th November to 31st December in 1945.  The autumn of that year was one of the gloomiest  the Indian nation ever had.  The people did not light their homes on Diwali. – the Festival of light.  The charge against us was of waging war against the King and of murder and abetment of murder.  The trial was held in the dormitory of a British Barrack in the Red Fort of Delhi.  According to the law death appeared to be the just punishment for us.  The British Government were determined to set an example, so as to teach the Indian soldier a lesson never to dare to take up arms again against the King.  They had not won the World War to liquidate the British Empire.  But for us it was the last chance to pay the price of India’s liberty.  


During the War the British had succeeded in keeping the I.N.A. actions and even the name of the Indian National Army a well guarded secret.  They could not keep that secret anymore.  Soldiers coming home after the War had gone through a complete psychological revolution when the brother did shed brother’s blood on either side in the battle-field on lands abroad.  The Indian soldier had seen the I.N.A. fight against the British guns with rifles, and tanks with bullock carts and the aircrafts with empty stomachs in tattered uniforms.  As if that was not enough the British victorious officers and men in the towns of Singapore, Malaya, Thailand and 
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Burma, were greeted with “JAI HIND’ by boys and girls of Balak Sena Greetings of “JAI HIND’ meaning “Victory to India” made the soldiers of the Indian Army pause and ponder as to what did they fight for?  For their bread or for the British?  Thus when we, the soldiers of the I.N.A., were prisoners behind the gates of various jails and detention camps  tiny lots of Netaji’s Balak Sena were still in the field shouting JAI HIND. The British had no weapon which could be used against the Balak Sena.


Under those circumstances the British Government’s decision to put on trial three I.N.A. officers – a Muslim, a Hindu and a Sikh, was a blunder.  The Indian public were yet in the dark about us and our actions,.  Actions which were noble, nationalist, according to civilized rules of international war, and for the liberation of our mother land.  The British were determined to teach us a lesson and we were determined with unity and faith to sacrifice our life to pay the price of India’s liberty.  In a situation like that no enemy could ever favour her arch-enemies by providing such a grand (not a better) stage than the historic Red Fort of Delhi.  We were further favoured by our own people who united as a man to defend us during the trial.  Tallest of the tall legal luminaries of India got together with Shri Bhulabhai Desai as their Chief Counsel to defend the accused officers of the I.N.A. In his historic address Mr. Desai explained, that it was the right of a subject race to wage war for their liberty.  Desai’s address awakened the whole nation.  


How aptly the British Commander-in-chief in India, General Sir Claude Auchinleck, who had spent all his life in the Indian Army and known the soldiers’ mind well, did assess  the situation then prevailing is apparent through his  letter  to  Army Commanders  dated  12th February, 1946.   The 
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letter is marked, - STRICTLY PERSONAL AND SECRET NOT TO BE PASSED THROUGH ANY OFFICE.


It is a long letter in which Sir Auchinlek laboured  hard to explain to his Army Commander the effect of the action taken in respect of the first I.N.A. trial on the Indian Army as a whole.  I quote an excerpt from the letter published in Her Majesty’s Stationery Office, in “The Transfer of Power – 1942 – 47, “  Volume VI  pp 939-946.


“It is most important that we should study and analyse carefully these effects, as they may influence very greatly our ability to maintain the solidarity and reliability of the Indian Army in the difficult times which undoubtedly lie ahead of us.  It is for this reason that I am writing this letter to you.  I have considered the desirability of making a personal public statement in explanation of my action in commuting the sentences of transportation passed by the Court on the first three accused, but I have decided that this would not be in the best interests of discipline or the maintenance of my influence and authority as Commander-in-Chief.


“I feel however, that we should do all we can to remove the feelings of doubt, resentment and even disgust which appear to exist in the minds of quite a number of British Officers, who have not the knowledge or the imagination to be able to view the situation as a whole, or to understand present state of feeling in India.


“As I see it, the commutation of the sentences of transportation on Shah Nawaz, Dhillon and Sehgal has had the following effects in India:
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(a) On the general public, moderate as well as extremist, Muslim as 
well as Hindu,  pleasure and intense relief both of the conviction that 
confirmation of the sentences would have resulted in violent internal 
conflict.  


(b) This feeling does not, in my opinion, spring universally from the 
idea that the convicted officers were trying to rid India of the British 
and therefore, to be applauded, whatever crimes they might commit, 
but from a generally genuine feeling that they were patriots and 
natonalists and that therefore,
even if they were misled they should 
be treated with clemency, as true sons of India.  In this connection, it 
should be remembered, I think, that every Indian worth  the name is 
today a “Nationalist”, though this does not mean that he is necessarily 
“anti-British”.  All the same, where India and her independence are 
concerned, there are no “pro-British Indians.” 


Netaji’s contributions in the making of India are unique.  What to talk of I.N.A. Netaji inspired not only the Indians as a whole, but also the nationals of those countries who were still not independent.  The actions of the Royal Indian Navy and of certain personnel of all the three Military Services at Bombay, Karachi and other places in the name of Netaji were like the last straw which broke the back of the mighty British Colonial Empire on whom the Sun never used to set.  According to Netaji’s oft repeated wordes, “India shall be free and before long”, we did attain freedom of which we are celebrating the Golden Jubilee today along with 






- 18 -

Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose’s Birthday when he completes a century and enters the new one.


I wish Netaji was here today to see us free.  He was the only leader who could keep India united.  But when the partition of the Sub-continent is an established fact, let us wish all the offsprings of Hindustan-Bangla Desh, Bharat and Pakistan, happiness, peace, plenty and glory.


How blessed are they, teachers and students as well as workers who tread the grounds of the Scottish Church College today.  It is that very College which gave us Netaji Subhas.  Our expectations from you are great.  Your college’s very name reminds us of Netaji and the Great Poet and Patriot, who did inspire us when he wrote on Patriotism starting with the verse,






“Breathes there the man with soul so dead,






Who never to himself hath said. 






This is my own my native land.”


With homage to the very earth of the Scottish Church College and those teachers who taught and those fellow students who learned, worked and played in that sacred campus during Netaji’s college days and wishing all those who are there today a very happy present and a happier future.









Jai Hind!









Netaji Zindabad !
 
This essay has been taken from the Book, “Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose: Commemoration Volume,”  Scotish Church College, Kolkata.
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Subhas Bose and the German Episode
By Dr. Girija K. Mookerjee


There is already a vast amount of uninformed criticism both in India and abroad on Netaji’s political activi1ties abroad and specially in Germany.  This criticism centres round the controversy whether it was morally wrong to participate in the movement started abroad which involved some kind of cooperation with those States which were regarded during the Second World War as Fascist States.  In many Western countries, Indians who worked and suffered with Netaji in Germany are looked upon, not as patriots, but as sympathizers of Nazism and Fascism.  This accusation arises because, first, Subhas Bose’s association in Germany with the German movement of resistance against Hitler is not known and, secondly, his dissociation from the Nazi elements in Germany is hardly ever mentioned by those who have written about his sojourn in Germany.  It is, however, well-known now that he would have gone to the Soviet Union (he actually left India with the idea) if the Soviet Union would have been at war with Britain and if they had welcomed him there.  But the U.S.S.R. did not want him as a political agitator because he was waging a campaign against Britain, an ally of Soviet Union during World War II.

As to the question of particularizing Subhas Boise’s special role in history, we  will  have  to  determine  first,  since  this  role  was  somewhat 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Dr. Girija K. Mookerjee worked with Netaji in Germany in the 1941-43 period.
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unorthodox as far as the World War II was concerned, whether India could have been, or would have been free at the time she attained her independence, if the Second World War did not break out in 1939.  Alternatively, if we admit that the World War II had hastened Indian independence, would it be true to say that if Netaji languished in jail, instead of escaping first to Germany and then to South East Asia, it would have made no difference to the time when Indian independence came?

 
We know that when the World War II broke out in 1939, the British Empire was at the height of its power, and, England, after having recovered from the trade depression of the early thirties had become once again prosperous as well as militarily powerful and her prestige was very high in the world.  Similarly, the French Empire, with the biggest and the best trained army in the world at its disposal, enjoyed equally a tremendous prestige, and this Empire, too, became allied to England and thus, both of them, making up the most formidable military and financial power, declared war against Germany in September 1939.  It was, therefore, not a mere boast when Paul Raynaud, the Prime Minister of France, characterized the position of the Alliance by saying, ‘Nous vaincrons  parce que nous sommes les plus forts’.   In India, on the other hand, the Congress movement, afer twenty years of non-violent struggle, interspersed  with walk-outs in the Central Legislative Assembly and in the Provincial Councils, had reached a stalemate.  Twenty years of incessant struggle had brought us only Provincial autonomy in 1937 and the British, militarily invulnerable and industrially ahead of other countries except perhaps the U.S.A., were secure in their belief that nothing less than a revolution could ever shake their 
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position in India.  They had, therefore, become indifferent to Indian public opinion, so much so that when war was declared against Germany, the Central Legislature was not consulted and even the leaders of the so-called Indian Liberal parties were not asked about their views.  On the other hand, the other actors in the scene, the Indian people, after having gone through the experiences of the First and Second Civil Disobedience Movements, the fireworks of the Swarajists and the pathos of the No-changers, had come to the conclusion that the promised freedom to them could come only when national efforts were revitalized with a new slogan and a new tactics. ‘Quit India’ became such a slogan after the outbreak of the War, but judging at a distance of thirty years, already at the Congress sessions at Tripuri and Haripura, the uneasiness felt by the people could be easily discerned.  This uneasiness indicated that in India, the end of an epoch had been reached, as such was the case also with the European State systems as well as the European system of balance of power.  India in 1939 was at the threshold of new possibilities and new horizons.  If we link the events in India with those in the world, it would then seem that the path chalked out by Netaji was not only a logical one but also the path which seemed to have been dictated by the political stalemate into which our nationalist movement had drifted.  In other words, Netaji’s fight for India and his attempt to secure help in foreign countries for the liberation of India had almost the character of inevitability.  It is equally true that the international scene during the World War II would have been less exciting without the participation of Subhas Bose at the very storm-centres of these gigantic upheavals, which remain, in the judgment of historians up till now, the most impressive in human history. 
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Judged by the existing facts of the political situation from 1938 to 1940, both in India and abroad, it would appear that Subhas Bose’s action in fleeing from India was the natural consequence of a deteriorating political situation at home which made this step inescapable.  What he did afterwards followed automatically and logically, on account of ever changing and dynamic political situation in India, Europe and Asia.  The war spread and continued, and the continuation of the war was something Subhas Bose, at the time he left India, had not speculated upon.  He, like many others all over the world, was under the impression that after the debacle at Dunkirk and the defeat of France in 1940, a Peace Conference would soon be held and at this Conference, Germany as the victorious power would be in a position to influence the terms of peace.  While still in India, he had often thought that a well-known Indian politician ought to be present in Germany to persuade the German statesmen to make the question of Indian independence an issue at the prospective Peace Conference.  Twenty-five years after independence when we take free India for granted, it might be probably difficult for many of us, specially the very young, to appreciate this argumentation, but in 1940, no one in India, and, not even the best friends of India abroad, ever thought that India would be free only within seven years.  Subhas Bose had, however, come to believe that the outcome of war would be decisive for the future of India, and he was also convinced that whoever was the ultimate victor, the war was going to change the nature of the struggle for Indian independence.  And because he saw in the war a chance for India, he did not hesitate, after the Battle of Stalingrad, to leave Germany and go to South East Asia, because he became sure that German victory was out of the question and that he could be more useful to his country if nearer 
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home.  Bose was not in the least interested either in the existing regime in Germany or in its future and that was why his sudden parting did not cause him any mental anguish, because, his main concern was India and not Germany.  Let us ask this question honestly and objectively.  If all this did not happen, what would have been the position of India today?  It now appears incontrovertible that the flight of Subhas Bose from India and the establishment of the I.N.A. (and not to speak of its aftermath) formed two very essential elements in the new powerful forces, whose rise in 1945 and 1946, contributed to the eventual withdrawal of the British Army from India.  Furthermore, when viewed as a ‘gesamtshid’, these forces constituted equally a part of the century-old struggle of the Indian people to win national freedom, the struggle which came to be spearheaded by Mahatma Gandhi from 1920 onwards, with the aid of the superb organizational machinery of the Indian National Congress.  The Congress and the I.N.A. both of them indivisibly, have been thus instrumental in hastening our national freedom, and if Gandhi and Nehru hjave been two great architects of this freedom, Sulbhas Bose’s place in history is certainly that of an equal, for without his imaginative action in 1940, it seems certain that Indian independence would have been delayed for long.


The question is often raised whether by going to Germany Subhas Bose succumbed to political ideology of the Nazis.  This is a ticklish question because to face the fact that the entire civilized world has pronounced itself against Hitlerism; and as Netaji happened to be in Germany for about two years during the war, he was likely also to receive-as he  has  done  amply-some  of  the opprobrium meant for Nazi Germany.  At 
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any rate, in the first place, as Germany and Japan happened to be the only two countries with which England was at war, was it not natural that an Indian nationalist opposed to British rule, should try to secure their help against England?  Netaji did so, as a National Revolutionary just as before him, Garibaldi, took help from the enemies of Austria to free and unify Italy, or Sun-yat-Sen  did from Japan to destroy the Imperial Dynasty in China or, for the matter of that, De Valera and the Sinn Finns took aid from America to make Ireland free.  One can give many examples in history, not to speak of the example of the help which the Western Powers sought and got from the Soviet Union to fight Nazi Germany although immediately after the war they regretted it and quarreled with the Soviet Union. All this proves that it is possible and can be considered moral to cooperate with an unpopular regime for specific national purposes, without being involved in the ideolo0gy of such a regime or in its internal political methods, however obnoxious they are.  The Ribbentrop-Molotov Pact of 1939, which sparked off the war, was signed by the Soviet Union with a Fascist Power, in order-as the Soviet Government thought at that time-to safeguard the national interests of Russia; and the Allies went into war to defend a country, namely Poland,which had a dictatorial regime, also because, by doing so, they thought they were safeguarding their national interests.  Greece of Metaxas, for whose defence so many young Englishmen gave up their lives, was also a Fascist country.  The diplomatic history of the Great Powers is replete with examples of changing sides whenever the political exigencies demanded them, and, was it not a British Foreign Minister who said that England had neither  eternal friends nor eternal enemies but she has only her national and imperial  interests  to  defend?  If  such  a  political  maxim  was  good  for 
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England, why should it be bad for India?  Similarly, for strategic reasons, for reasons of economic advancement, countries, both big and small, form alliances, for short and long periods, and no one objects to these.


How can anyone find fault with the specific political action of Subhas Bose, in trying to enlist the sympathy and support of one country or many countries, who were temporarily at war with England?  He knew that they would not be always at war with England (no one does, fortunately) and he was aware also of the risks he was taking, but he knew at the same time that in the politically complicated world of the twentieth century, specially, before the period of decolonization, a country like India-disarmed and exploited by a Power which had both unlimited force and finance at its disposal-could not expect to free herself without some kind of foreign aid.  Was it wrong for General de Gaulle to take Anglo-American help to liberate France?  Were not Subhas Bose’s tactics and motives comparable to those of General de Gaulle?  Were not his motives, his conscience, as clear as those of General  de Gaulle and of the men who rescued  France from the humiliation of remaining an occupied country?  One may probably say the German occupation of Europe is not comparable to British occupation of India.  But why not? Is it because the British occupation had lasted longer?  And was it because our senses had been so dulled by being under foreign domination for such a long time?


Before, however, coming to the question of Netaji’s German association, we may discuss briefly the question whether it was less patriotic to  have  worked  for  the  I.N.A.  than  to  have  worked  in  a  non-violent 
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manner for the freedom of India.  Nowhere else in the world,  patriotism of a man or a woman is doubted because of the revolutionary means adopted by him or her to achieve the freedom of his country.  In the case of members o the I.N.A, however, different circumstances have also to be taken into consideration.  First of all, many of them were in a foreign country; secondly, they were, most of them, captives, that is prisoners of war.  These two facts both limited as well as determined their action, for if they had been in India, they would have perhaps acted in a different way or more likely, would not have acted at all.  It is true that an estimate of the services of the members of the I.N.A. is inextricably related to the question as to how much did the I.N.A. contribute to national liberation.  This question can be satisfactorily answered only when the secret correspondence between the British viceroys and the British Cabinet become available to us, for then alone, we would know why the British decided to leave India,  ‘particularly in 1947’ and not before or after.  Those historians, who are now sifting the documents of this period, are coming more and more to the conclusion that the revolutionary situation which arose in India in 1946 and 1947 could not have arisen without the I.N.A. movement, then, in 1945, victorious Britain need not have to hurry to send the Cabinet Mission to India because in that case no unusual situation would have arisen when would have required the immediate attention of the British statesmen.  In fact, most people in Europe could not understand why Britain decided to withdraw at a time when it seemed that Britain’s position in India was infinitely stronger than before.  British withdrawal from India in 1947 was strongly disapproved by such powers as France and Holland because their colonial possessions in Asia depended entirely on the British military power based on India. They 
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collapsed when the British left India and in fact Indian freedom became thus the real prelude to Afro-Asian independence.

And although we will have to wait until the ban on the publication of secret documents of the former British Government in India is lifted, yet we know that the movement for non-cooperation, begun by Mahatma Gandhi at the Nagpur session of the Congress in 1920, lacked throughout the entire period from 1919 to 1939, one immensely vital element of the Indian society, and this element was the Indian members of the British Army in India.  The system of recruitment of the Indian personnel in the British Army adopted after the Revolt of 1857 shows that the British Government in India, after the experience of 1857, introduced a very carefully thought-out plan which made it practically impossible for the Indian personnel to be affected by the general discontent in the country..  In spite, therefore, of the nation-wide struggle for independence carried out from 1920 up to 1939, Indian soldiers seemed completely unaffected by it.  Neither Mahatma Gandhi nor Jawaharlal Nehru was able to pierce through the indoctrination that the British had fostered in them.  There had been hardly any acts of dis-obedience inside the Indian Army, and, even when the war broke out in 1939, the British in deploying Indian soldiers in West Asia, South East Asia and other theatres of war, were not the least worried about the loyalty of the Indian soldiers.  No one amongst our national leaders, except Subhas Bose, was able, in fact, to win over the loyalty and respect of the Indian soldiers and convert them to the national cause.  It was Subhas Bose’s great contribution to the nationalist struggle that he succeeded where other national leaders had failed.  But, that he even succeeded in forming, out of 
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this amorphous, half-educated, bewildered, Indian mercenary soldiers, an army for national liberation, disciplined and organized, was indeed a miracle.  When one reads the vast literature which has grown up in French, in Italian, in Polish and other European languages regarding the resistance movements against German occupation in Europe led by resistance leaders in France, Yugoslavia, Czechoslovakia and other countries, one is amazed at the difficulties which these leaders had to overcome, in order to keep their followers together although they were all drawn from countries where national sentiments were highly developed.  But compared to what Tito, De Gaulle, Benes, Col. Anders and others had to go through, Netaji had much less disappointment.  Compared with the forces of resistance in occupied Europe, the whole I.N.A. machinery was run much more smoothly, and the courage, loyalty and bravery which India’s peasant soldiers showed were in no way inferior to those of the anti-Fascist soldiers of the underground movements in Europe.

In order, therefore, to appreciate fully the role of Netaji and the I.N.A. in our national liberation movement, a discussion of Netaji’s association with the Germans is necessary, first, in order to know the truth about this association and, secondly, for clearing the international image of Bose.  Millions of people in our country who look upon Netaji Sbhas Bose as one of the greatest heroes of our fight for freedom, will be shocked to know that both in Western and Eastern Europe, he is referred to as a Fascist, a Quisling and a Hitlerite stooge.  In Germany, where Subhas Bose laid the foundation of the I.N.A. between 1941 and 1943, his name is taboo.  Very seldom any 
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mention of him is made in newspapers, and when mentioned at all, he is described as a Nazi.

 This applies also to other Western Euro0pean countries.  In spite of a very handsome tribute paid to him by an inimical Englishman, Hugh Toye, in The Springing Tiger, people in many countries still go on referring to him as a Quisling, and when charitable, as a Bengali revolutionary.  Unfortunately, in India the opinion which exists about Netaji in European countries is practically unknown.  This has happened because some of the more important facts regarding his activities during the war, have not been publicized and consequently they have remained shrouded in mystery.  This is also due to the official interpretation of our freedom movement.  The impression has been deeply ingrained in people’s minds that no revolutionary struggle was necessary to attain national freedom and that it was also non-violent on the side of India’s adversary, England.  Such a picture of peaceful and happy fulfillment of national demands is naturally disturbed when a resolute national revolutionary like Subhas Bose is brought into the scene.  Had it been otherwise, the image of Netaji could hae been brought into proper perspective and, incidentally, a real assessment of his contribution to Indian independence be made.  An objective study of Netaji’s  political doctrine and the action he took to implement this doctrine, would undoubtedly help us also to understand the combination of forces which led finally to the delivery of India from the British rule.  At any rate, such a study would stop the cheap generalisations regarding the causes of Indian independence.  
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The full story of Netaji’s negotiations with the German authorities and the establishment of the Free India Centre in Berlin need  be told for clearing up some doubts about his deals with the Germans.  I have tried to give a brief account of these activities in my very personal narrative of experiences in Europe during the war in a book called ‘This Europe’ which was published in 1951.  The story of his negotiations with the Japanese Government has been told ably by S.A.Ayer in his book ‘Unto Him a Witness.’

The first thing we need for clarifying Subhas Bose’s views on Germany, Italy and the countries which fought against England is to refer to Subhas Bose’s numerous writings and statements on them.  If we do that, we will find that nowhere in his speech or in writing, he has ever praised or supported Nazi or Fascist ideas.  I have read practically everything he has written and nowhere could I discover any writing of his in which he shows that he was attracted by the ideas of depriving others of liberty or of oppressing people because of their political beliefs or because of the race they belong to.  On the contrary, a child of Indian Renaissance of the nineteenth century, Subhas Bose, who imbibed in his youth the ideas of Tagore, Aurobindo, Vivekananda and Gandhi, was a profound humanist in the Hindu sense of the term as revealed in his letters written in Bengali, published in the book ‘Patravali.’  These letters are eloquent testimonies of his deeply ingrained sense of liberalism and love of liberty.  We have a further testimony of this love of liberty in his now famous letter he wrote to Dr. Franz Thirfelder of Munich in March 1936.  
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Subhas Bose was in Munich towards the end of 1935 and he tried to meet an important German Minister in order to make him acquainted with thee Indian situation and the late Dr. Thierfelder, the founder, together with Dr. Taraknath Das of the Indian Institute of Munich, tried to arrange his interview.  As he was unable to meet him and as he was deeply pained at the racial discrimination practiced by the Nazis, he left Germany in disgust and expressed this feeling in a letter to his friend  Dr. Thierfelder.  For a long time, Dr. Thierfelder had hesitated to publish this letter, but he found, as he says in Introduction, that:


‘the danger remained that the historian of the future might judge this 
legendary Bengali political leader by his action for Indian freedom, 
during the last years of the War and thus do injustice to his character 
and political faith.”

He, therefore, decided to make it public.  In fact, he himself gave it to me and we published it in the book.  I have just mentioned, which was afterwards ceremonially presented to Mr. Nehru.

In this letter, Bose writes that before leaving Germany (1935) he should say a few words about what he thought of the country and the people.  He writes:

“When I first visited Germany in 1933, I had hopes that the new 
German nation which had risen to a consciousness of its national 
strength and self-respect, weould instinctively feel a deep sympathy
 
for other nations struggling in the same direction.  Today, I regret that 
I have to return to India with the conviction that the new nationalism 
of Germany is not only narrow and selfish but arrogant.”
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Referring to a speech made by Hitler, Bose writes:

“Herr Hitler has talked of the destiny of the white races to rule over 
the rest of the world.  But the historical fact is, that up till now the 
Asiatics have dominated Europe more than have the Europeans 
dominated Asia….We who are  struggling for our own freedom desire 
that all nations should be free and that Euro0pe and Asia should be at 
peace with one another.  It, therefore, pains us that the new 
nationalism 
in Germany is inspired by selfishness and racial 
arrogance”.


He then adds:


“Germany in her desire to curry favour with Great Britain finds it 
convenient to attack India and the Indian people----the attempt began 
nearly 10 years ago, when the party published a pamphlet in English 
for propaganda in England consisting of anti-Indian passages from the 
books of Herr Hitler and Dr. Rosenberg”.


Bose takes exception to a speech delivered by Hitler and writes to Thierfelder:


“After the speech of Herr Hitler I have issued a very strong statement 
to the Indian press which I hope will be published in due course.  But 
I would like to say this before I leave Europe that I am still prepared 
to work for an understanding between Germany and India.  This 
understanding must be consistent with our national self-respect.  
When we are fighting the greatest Empire in the world for our 
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freedom and for our rights and when we are confident of our ultimate 
success, we cannot brook any insult from any other nation or any 
attack on our race or culture”.


These extracts from one of the many letters of this kind on world problems prove, if proofs are necessary, that Netaji was not only not sympathetic to national socialism, but he was opposed to it from its very inception.  If  still  he  wanted  to  seek  German  aid,  it  was  because,  first, 

Germany was at war with ‘India’s  enemy’, and, secondly, because-as he writes in the same letter-“according to our past experience the Germans were a very warm-hearted peo0ple, particularly friendly to Indians” and finally because his plan of going to the Soviet Union had failed.


We have also seen from these extracts how deeply attached Subhas Bose was to the ideas of radical equality and the freedom of all he nations of Europe and Asia.  His liberalism and humanism abhorred racial arrogance and blind nationalism.  It is true that his humanism was not based on inaction.  He was essentially a Hegelian in his world view, and as he wrote on August 5, 1939, he believed that ‘Progress is neither unilinear, nor is it always peaceful in character.    Progress often takes place through conflict.’  he said.  And then as regards commitments to the Axis Powers, it is difficult to find in his speech or writing anything praising or supporting them.  Did he not of his very first broadcasts from Berlin make his attitude to the Axis Powers crystal clear?


He said on May 1, 1942:
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“I am not an apologist of the three powers and it is not my task to 
defend what they have done or may do in future.  That is a task which 
devolves on these nations themselves.  My concern is, however, with 
India, and if I may add further, with India alone”.


Similarly, his approach to European and German problems was that of an Indian nationalist interested in exploiting the world situation in favour of India.  Though aware of German sympathy for Indian independence, Subhas Bose was not uncritical of German foreign policy.  Speaking on the German defeat of 1945, he said in a broadcast from Singapore on May 25, 1945:


“It was the foreign policy of Germany vis-à-vis Soviet Russia and 
other countries that was fundamentally responsible for the military 
disaster which has now overtaken the German nation.  One of he 
blunders committed by the German Government in the realm of 
foreign policy was its total disregard of Bismarck’s advice to the 
German nation, never to fight on two fronts”.


Similarly, discussing the meaning of the world ‘fascist’, a term which has often been used against him, Subhas Bose in the context of Indian criticism of Forward Bloc wrote on August 19, 1939: “If by ‘Fascist’ is indicated those who call themselves Hitlers, Super Hitlers or budding Hitlers, then one may say that these specimens of humanity are to be found in the Rightist Camp”.  Subhas obviously had always belonged to the leftist camp.


We know also that his association with the war-time German Government was purely opportunistic and formal in character, motivated by his desire to exploit the war situation in favour of India.  He was neither an admirer of Hitler nor of National Socialism and had it been so, then, his 
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closet collaborator in Berlin could not have been Baron von Trott zu Solz, the man who plotted the assassination and overthrow of Hitler together with Count Stauffenberg and others on July 20, 1944.  Baron von Trott, as the head of the Indian Section of the German Foreign Office, was not only in daily touch with Subhas Bose, he was also his only friend and guide in Berlin.


Herr Adam von Trott zu Solz came from a well-known German family, and he was the first Rhodes scholar after World War I at Oxford in the thirties where he met a number of Indians.  He became interested in the question of Indian freedom first at Oxford. Trott joined the German Foreign Service before the war and at the time when Subhas Bose arrived in Berlin, he was at the Anglo-American desk at Wilhelmstrasse.  Trott, who was nick-named the ‘Red Baron’, was a Fabian Socialist, and later  joined the German Resistance Group led by von Moltke, von Weizsaecker and others and it was later established that if the coup d’etat had succeeded, Herr Von Trott would then have become the German Foreign Minister for negotiating the terms of armistice and peace with the Allied Powers.  It was because of his report to the German Foreign Office  that the Germans gave up their initial hostility to Netaji.  Trott also used his association with Free India Centre as a cover for his anti-Nazi activities.  In fact, he travelled to neutral countries like Switzerland and Sweden to establish contacts with the agents of the Allied Powers on the pretext that these journeys were in connection with his work for the Free India Centre.  In the meantime, Bose and Trotrt had become close friends and as they were more or less of the same age and had the same political ideas, they, therefore, confided to each other the problems they had in mind and there is no doubt that Subhas Bose was fully aware of  Trott’s 
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activities and sympathized with them.  Trott’s English biographer, Christopher Sykes, says that Trott told his wife Clarita, soon after he met Bose in Berlin, that Bose suspected that he was not enthusiastic about National Socialism.


It was also Trott who helped Subhas Bose eventually to escape from Germany when after the Battle of Stalingrad, Subhas Bose realized that German collapse was near.  He realized the futility of staying Germany, which, he knew would be destroyed if the Germans lost the war.  And had it not been for Trott, Subhas Bose would not have perhaps been able at all to leave Germany because the Nazi Party bosses, unhappy about Bose’s independent views, would not have hesitated to keep him as a hostage.  They did that certainly in the case of Grand Mufti of Jerusalem and Rashid Ali of Iraq.  Trott also helped Bose, because he was convinced already in 1942 that the war was lost for Germany and that in the interests of Indian freedom movement, Bose’s departure from Germany was highly desirable.  The pretext which Trott invented for Sulbhas Bose’s departure was that Bose would be able, when in Tokyo, to iron out some of the difficulties which had arisen between the German Supreme Command and the Japanese High Command in South East Asia.  Herr Adam von Trott zu Solz was hanged by the Nazis after a summary trial, together with the other heroes of German resistance, and, his brother in a small book Das Gewissen Stehjt Auf has described how this German nobleman patiently bore all the tortures the Nazis inflicted on him without even revealing the names of his associates or his contacts abroad.  Trott’s execution by the ‘Nazis took away the last feeble reason Bose had for working in war-time Germany, for Indian freedom.
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This shows that Subhas Bose’s close association with one of the best known anti-Nazi leaders and a German patriot should make it clear to  everyone that Netaji could not have had any sympathy for Nazism.  Secondly, it is necessary to put the record right about Netaji’s association with various public authorities in Germany during his stay in that country.  This association, as we know, has been variously, and often wrongly, interpreted both by the supporters of Netaji as well as by his critics.  Recent investigations of the records of the German Foreign Office have, however, shown that Trott had several foreigners as accomplices, and these investigations have also revealed that a foreigner had helped Trott to establish contact with an English Bishop in Stockholm who had conveyed Trott’s proposals for an armistice to Anthony Eden, Lord Avon at that time, the Foreign Minister of Great Britain. Netaji met Trott very soon after his arrival from Rome where an interview with Ciano proved to be fruitless.    The meeting of the two men was an immediate success and, as a result, the German Foreign Office decided that in view of the fact that India would acquire an independent status anyhow after the war, it would be a good investment for the German Government to support the Indian cause for freedom.  It may also be mentioned that even Imperial Germany during the World War I had taken up the cause of Indian independence and the German Foreign Office had, therefore, a precedent to go by.  Men who weighed this question at the German Foreign Office wee men of career, who were neither National Socialists nor did they belong to the inner coteries of Hitler.   They were German civil servants who performed their duties as good German 
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citizens during the war.  These men, guided by the desire to advance German national interests in India, thought it advisable for political reasons to support the movement sponsored by Netaji in Germany.  The only association with the German public authority Subhas Bose had was with those members of the German Foreign Office.  This association was purely formal and without the slightest ideological involvement on his side.  He had no contact whatever with any prominent member of the Party, and the Free India Centre, established by him in Berlin with semi-diplomatic status, entertained relations only with the German Foreign Office, like many other neutral missions accredited to the German Government.  Those who are now familiar with the working of various departments of the German Government during the war as a result of publication of German Documents, certainly know that all the organizations supported by the Auswartiges Amt were viewed with the greatest suspicion both by the Gestapo and the Ministry of Propaganda who again were at loggerheads with each other,.  These same Documents have also proved that the understanding between Bose and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, honoured by both sides, was that Indian cooperation with Germany was limited to Germany’s war with England.  Bose had made it clear that the Indians did not want to be involved in Germany’s quarrel with other countries or with her own internal quarrels.  The Germans, i.e. the German Foreign Office accepted this point of view and never wanted Bose to support them in their war with other countries.  Neither Bose nor the Azad Hind Radio ever defended by speech or in its broadcasts, the policy of the National Socialist Party in continental Europe or elsewhere.  The work done by the Indians under Bose in Germany was based on the firm understanding that without being ideologically involved in 







- 39 -

the National Socialist doctrine, the Indians in Germany could advance the cause of Indian independence, because Germany happened to be at war with England.  This understanding (both written and oral) remained the only basis of the relationship between the Free India Centre and the German Government.  The Indians in Germany were not asked to sympathise with the National Socialist cause nor could they be National Socialists, because the  privilege and honour of being National Socialists were reserved only for people of German birth.  They were also not subjected to any kind of control or censure by the German authorities, because of the initial agreement entered into by Bose with them, and this agreement the Germans observed scrupulously.


As a National Revolutionary dedicated to the cause of Indian independence Subhas Bose was moved in all his actions by one desire and one desire alone, that is, to find ways and means to fight for the liberation of his motherland.  He had resolved within himself the problem of the Left and the Right as he had successfully reduced within the I.N.A. all differences between the Hindus and the Muslims and other Indians, from different regions of our vast country.  In this, as in his plans and ideas for the future of India, he in fact represented more the future than the past, much more the twenty-first century than nineteenth.  Many of our political leaders who still think in terms of nineteenth century distinction of Left and Right, are not yet aware of the fact that in the post-imperialist age of decolonization, this distinction is rapidly disappearing not only in affluent societies of Western Europe and America but also in the Soviet Union and some Communist countries.  Socio-political changes which have taken place all over the world 







- 40 -

since the Second World War were somewhat mirrored already in the political thinking of Netaji who, as a result of his highly developed sense of political realism, had embodied in a very remarkable way the hope of tomorrow and the shape of things to come, not only in the age of planning, but also in the age of their fulfillment.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------This essay has been taken from the book “Subhas Chandra Bose and the German Episode”, Publication Division, Ministry of Information and Broadcasting, Government of India.
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India’s First International Statesman

by Pradip Bose


“Only one outstanding personality of India took a different and violent path, and in a sense India owes more to him than to any other man,” wrote the distinguished British historian of the Raj, Michael Edwardes, in his book, “The Last Years of British India.”


The man he was referring to was Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose.  Today nobody can deny the fact that Bose played the single most important role in the final phase of India’s freedom struggle by deftly utilizing the international situation during the second  world war in India’s favour.


It was basically one man’s quest when Bose left Calcutta in January 1941 on a journey which took him to Peshawar, Kabul, Moscow, Berlin, Rome, Kiel, Sabang (Sumatra), Tokyo, Singapore, Rangoon, Bangkok, Saigon, Touraine, Taipei.  This was an  incredible  feat, unmatched by anybody else in the second world war, when there was the strictest vigilance at every national frontier.   


None of the front-ranking leaders of the Indian nationalist struggle could ever imagine, not to speak of daring and acting, in such a manner.  This was mainly because none, except Nehru, had any interest in or knowledge of international affairs.  For Nehru it resulted in a role of passivity during the war but for Bose it culminated in unbelievable action resulting in positive results for India’s independence.  There was, of course, 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Mr. Pradip Bose is a Journalist and author of several books on politics and international affairs.
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an element of luck involved in Bose’s efforts because in this long chain of risky ventures something might have gone wrong due to circumstances beyond his control.


That a leader of an enslaved nation could think, plan and act in so dynamic a manner and on such a vast international scale was possible because of his determination, intelligence, experience and dilplomatic skill.  Thus, he raised himself to the status of an international statesman, who was respected by all whom he came across because of his passionate sincerity in promoting India’s freedom in the most difficult international situation during the second world war.


As a student of philosophy, Bose had a profound interest in ideological issues which were being intensely debated in the 1930s.  However, his basic concern and interest was to promote the cause of India’s freedom.  This was the main plank of his foreign policy in a memorable letter written to Nehru in 1939.  Bose wrote: “Foreign policy is a realistic affair to be determined largely from the point of view of nation’s self-interest.  Take Soviet Russia, for instance- with all her communism in her internal politics, she never allows sentiment to dominate her foreign policy.  Frothy sentiments and pious platitudes do not make a foreign policy.  It is no use championing lost causes and it is no use condemning Germany and Italy on the one hand and on the other, giving a certificate of good conduct to British and French imperialism.”


He believed that all the countries in the world put up an ideological façade, while actually promoting their own national interests.  Thus, unlike Nehru, Bose was not enamoured by the ideological slogans and stances 
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either of communism or fascism, and was not prepared to put the cause of India’s freedom on a back-burner during the second world war, as Nehru did.


One of the reasons for this approach was that during his enforced exile in Europe during the crucial period of 1933-36, Bose not only studied European politics carefully but also travelled through Austria, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, France, Germany, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Poland, Romania, Switzerland, Turkey and Yugoslavia. (He was not allowed by the British government to visit the U.K. and for unknown reasons, he could not obtain a Russian visa to visit the Soviet Union).  He studied in depth the minutest details of political developments everywhere, while experiencing the feeling of seething unrest all over Europe.  He came back to India in 1936 quite convinced that, sooner or later, the second world war would break out and in the event  of such a development, India should take the fullest advantage of such a situation.  He had written: “I have studied very carefully the struggle for liberty that has gone all over the world during the last 200 years but I have not yet discovered a single instance where freedom was won without outside help of some sort.”


Bose considered the conflict in Europe since the first world war was basically between the haves and the have-nots, depending on the possession or denial of territorial gains.  In the former category would be, among others, Britain and France, whereas Germany and Italy would pass for have-nots and hence their impatience to change the status quo.  One set of powers were keen to preserve their imperial possessions, while the other wanted to carve out a more privileged place for themselves.  Therefore, there was nothing fundamentally ethical or ideological involved in the attitude of the respective 
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groups of countries. It was, in fact, the latest version of old style power politics.  


According to Bose, in the 1930s Soviet Russia did not fit into either of these two categories as she was playing a  defensive role, “no longer stirring up revolution all over the world”,  but ready to “collaborate with capitalist powers” to prevent a disturbance of the status quo in Europe.


Under these circumstances, he wanted to take advantage of the rivalries between imperialist and potentially imperialist powers for India’s freedom.  He was convinced that the internal politics of a country or the form of its state, do not wholly condition the foreign policy approach of any country.  The policy may have some ideological moorings, but they did not rob a country of the flexibility necessary for meeting contingencies of a serious nature. While calling himself “a full-blooded socialist”, he considered the independence of India a serious matter thus requiring, if necessary, a certain flexibility in regard to foreign policy.  


Till the outbreak of the second world war in September 1939, he remained a devoted worker of the Indian National Congress, which under the leadership of Gandhi was committed to non-violent struggle.  

   
However, after the outbreak of war he was of the firm o0pinion that India should take advantage of Britain’s difficulties.  There was thus a fundamental cleavage between Bose on the one hand and Gandhi and Nehru on the other regarding India’s attitude towards the war and the strategy that the freedom fighters should adopt.


As has been mentioned earlier, Bose was arrested on 2 July 1940 in Calcutta under the Defence of India Act, for delivering a speech and for 
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writing an article in his journal.  Under this particular Act, he was not entitled  to a trial and he was convinced that he would be forced to spend the whole period of the war in prison.  In such circumstances he did not want to remain a passive spectator of the international scene as a prisoner.  He requested the British government to prove his guilt in a court of law or to release him.  The government refused to do either.  Thereafter he undertook a fast unto death because he was determined to get out of prison, either dead or alive.  After some days of fasting when his physical condition deteriorated, the government fearing adverse political consequences of his death in prison, released him (on 5 December 1940) on parole.  He took advantage of this and escaped from India in January 1941.


He reached Berlin via Moscow in April 1941.  Some of Bose’s critics explained his desire to seek assistance from Germany and Italy as something quite natural since he himself was a fascist.   This was not correct.  He had paid several visits to Germany and Italy in the mid-1930s and studied the situation in both the countries closely.  As far back as in 1936 he wrote: “When I first visited Germany in 1933, I had hopes that the new German nation which had risen to consciousness of its national strength and self-respect, would instinctively feel a deep sympathy for other nations struggling in the same direction.  Today I regret, that I have to return to India, with the conviction that the new nationalism of Germany is not only narrow and selfish but arrogant.”


When Germany attacked Soviet Russian June 1941 he protested, as far as he could, while remaining Germany and getting assistance from the German government.  When he met Hitler in 1942, he requested the latter to 
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delete his racial remarks on Indians in his book, “Mein Kampf”.  He had no sympathy for Nazi philosophy and when Italian fascism took to the imperialist path by attacking Abyssinia in 1935, he lost interest in fascism as a social philosophy.


Similarly, his association with Japan during 1943-45 period had nothing to do with his sympathy for Japan’s imperial ambitions. As the Congress President he had sent a medical mission to China in 1938 as a token of his solidarity with the Chinese people’s cause.  However, he accepted the fact that in 1941-42 it was Japan which had completely destroyed the imperialistic structures of Britain, France, the Netherlands and the USA in East and Southeast Asia.  This had enhanced the possibility for the freedom of the nations of these regions.  Everybody admits today that this Japanese action was the single most important contributory factor towards the independence of the countries of the area, including that of India.  Lord Pethick-Lawrence, who was the Secretary of State for India in the Labour government, installed in 1945, said:.  “..it was in the events during and arising out of the war that Asia secured her release from European domination”. (“The British Raj in India” by Burke & Quraishi,  p. 331).


Some people had expressed their apprehension about India’s fate in case the Axis powers had won the war.  India is too far away from both Germany and Japan to be controlled or ruled by either, or by both in conjunction with each other.  Hitler during his meeting with Bose in 1942 did not agree to make an open declaration in support of India’s independence.  His main argument was that India was too far away and he did not want to make any commitment which he would not be able to keep.
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On the other hand, Japan declared war in December 1941 and with a lightning speed conquered most of East and Southeast Asia but its army stopped at the Indo-Burmese border.  Everybody knew then, including the Japanese, that if they had advanced into Assam and Bengal  in 1942, they would have captured those areas without any serious resistance.  But they decided not to do so because India was too big a country and too far away from Japan to control and to rule.  This must have been in the calculation of Bose, when he sought the assistance of Germany and Japan.


It is an objective fact of contemporary history that Germany, by weakening Britain both economically and militarily in Europe and Japan, by destroying western imperialist control in Asia had furthered the cause of India’s freedom, which was attained within two years after the end of the war.  This was inconceivable before the start of the second world war in 1939, when the then Viceroy of India, Lord Linlithgow had expressed the hope that Britain would continue effective rule over India for at least thirty years more.  


Bose adopted an approach of realpolitik which proved to be beneficial by hastening the process of Indian independence.  While pursuing his risky realpolitik policy he had to deal with some of the most powerful men of that time,  Hitler of Germany and General Tojo, Prime Minister of Japan.  His own position was very weak but all documents, now available, have shown that he never made any compromise on fundamental issues of India’s legitimate national interests.  This proved his extraordinary diplomatic skill and courage.


  Although Bose could not persuade Hitler to recognize the provisional government of Free India (to which Italy and  Japan had already 
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agreed), he was allowed to form the “Free India Legion” and make broadcasts to India from Germany.  When he wanted to shift his activities from Europe to East Asia, Germany and Japan collaborated closely to arrange his hazardous three-month journey by submarine from Kiel in Germany to Sabang in Sumatra.


Bose formed the Provisional Government of Azaad Hind(Free India) in Singapore on 21 October 1943 which was recognised by eight governments including those of Japan, Germany and Italy.  President Eamon de Valera of Ireland sent personal congratulations to him.  Thus he became India’s  first President of the Provisional Government of Free India and also its first international statesman.


On 23 October the Azad Hind government declared war on Britain and the United States.  He gave to his Indian National Army the slogan “Chalo Delhi”-Onward to Delhi-and said that it would be a war to the finish and the result would be the freedom of India.


Japan, as has been mentioned earlier, had no intention of attacking India, but Bose was able to persuade the Japanese leadership to launch a joint Indo-Japanese attack on  eastern India in early 1944.  Both the Japanese army and the Indian National Army sustained heavy losses and had to retreat.


After the atomic attack on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Japan surrendered in August 1945 and so did the INA. It looked apparently like an unmitigated disaster, but Bose confidently predicted that once his activities and those of the INA were widely known in India after the end of the war, then not only the civilian population but also the British Indian armed forces wold rise in revolt against the British rule.  This is exactly what happened in 
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late 1945 and early 1946.  When it was known that the INA was not a “puppet army” of Japan but a full-fledged nationalist force fighting for India’s independence, which manifested a unique nationalist spirit of unity  among all sections of the Indian people, the whole Indian nation was aroused.  Not only youth, students, workers and peasants but also a section of the Indian armed forces revolted.  Once this happened the British rulers became convinced, at the end of 1945, that they could no longer rule the country, as the main pillar of the imperialist establishment, the armed forces had gone out of their control.


Bose had said in 1938, when he was the Congress President: “We are, therefore, fighting not for the cause of India alone but of humanity as well.  India freed means humanity saved.”  Once the “brightest jewel of the British crown,”Indeia attained independence in 1947, it was the beginning of the end of the western imperialism, spread out in three continents.

This essay has been taken from the book  “Subhas Bose and India Today” . Deep & Deep Publications. New Delhi

